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Things Donne & unDonne by Karen Simons premieres at From Fringe with Love in BYOV 45, All Saints’ Anglican 
Cathedral (10035 – 103 Street).   The life of seventeenth-century poet and priest John Donne intersects with the lives of 
modern-day graduate students. Love, grief, poetry and friendship unfold accompanied by a live eight-voice choir singing 
gorgeous music of the Renaissance.  
 

Playwright Karen Simons writes about the genesis of the play:  
It is a commissioned work written in celebration of the Centennial of the Anglican 
Diocese of Edmonton, but if that suggests that my hands were tied, think again.  Willing 
to take significant risks, Bishop Jane Alexander left me completely to my own devices: 
no instructions, no parameters.  The result is a very personal exploration of the life and 
death of John Donne as they intertwine with the lives of three young, idealistic 
students. Poetry becomes part of the fabric of life.  And Renaissance choral music, 
which brought me to All Saints' in the first place, becomes the thread that weaves two 
time periods (presented simultaneously) and three story lines together into one 
experience.  
 

The play’s director is Caroline Howarth, a drama professor and co-founder of Edmonton’s multiple Sterling Award 
winning Concrete Theatre.  Caroline returns to the Fringe after a long hiatus. Her past Fringe ventures include the 
extremely successful The Fourth Tenor and The Y2K Black Death Oratorio.  Recently, with music director Eva Bostrand, 
she directed Hildegard von Bingen’s medieval musical drama Ordo Virtutum at the Cathedral.  The acting company for 
Things Donne and unDonne includes Douglas Tokaryk in the role of John Donne.  Theatre-goers may remember Doug 
from past Fringe shows as well as many independent theatre productions and radio dramas.  Samantha Jeffery is playing 
Susan.  Sam is a recent graduate of the BFA acting program at the U of A and recently performed in St. Joan at Studio 
Theatre.  Another recent BFA Grad, Patricia Cerra plays the roles of Michelle and Professor Black.  Patricia was most 
recently seen in Concrete Theatre’s Sprouts Festival and in the title role of St. Joan.  Alyx Stone, a theatre student at 
Concordia University College of Alberta, is playing the role of Alex.  He will be seen in the Graffiti Mix play festival at the 
end of July.  Robert Petersen Bach is playing the roles of Jason and the painter.  He is a second year theatre student at 
Concordia University College of Alberta.  Brittni Carey is the stage manager. Singers in the eight-voice ensemble will be 
well known to audiences of ProCoro Canada, Madrigal Singers, and the All Saints' Cathedral Choir.  They are Sara Brooks 
(our music director and a Doctor of Music student at U of A), Rob Curtis (also a D.Mus student and new conductor of I 

Coristi Chamber Choir), Wendy Grønnestad-Damur, Jeremy Kerr-Wilson, Catherine Kubash, Austin Penner, Karen Simons 
and Anthony Wynne.   
 

Performance Schedule: Thursday, August 15 – 8:00pm, Friday, August 16 – 8:00pm, Saturday, August 17 – 2:00pm, 
Sunday, August 18 – 2:00pm, Wednesday, August 21 – noon, Friday, August 23 – 7:00pm,  
Saturday, August 24 – 7:00pm and Sunday, August 25 – 2:00pm 

 

Contact:  Caroline Howarth   
 howarth.caroline@gmail.com    
 780-716-3642 
Website: http://edmonton.anglican.org/featured/coming-this-summer-to-a-fringe-festival-near-you/ 
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