
Theatre Alberta is excited to return 
to Red Deer Polytechnic for Artstrek 
2023—this summer marks our 25th year 
in this amazing city and facility!

Artstrek is a summer theatre school for teens 
that provides professional learning with 
theatre artists and educators in a collaborative 
environment. Artstrek is more than 60 years 
old and has 10,000+ alumni working across 
Alberta, Canada, and the world. Artstrek 
students explore the creative process through 
five daily classes that include the study of 
acting, movement, voice, devising, design, 

directing, and dramaturgy. All of these 
classes take inspiration from a single play 
of study—this year’s play is Oscar Wilde’s 
The Importance of Being Earnest! Students 
become a part of the Artstrek community, 
and create friendships that will last a lifetime.

Each week-long “Exploration” takes place 
within the performing arts facilities at RDP. 
Students stay in dormitories on campus and 
eat meals together in the RDP cafeteria. 
Classes run daily from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. 
Artstrek Supervisors lead fun activities  
each evening.

Dearest Artstrekkers,

Alberta is abuzz with the latest gossip 
about the original historical romance 
comedy arriving at Artstrek this summer! 

With eccentric characters, mistaken identity, 
rapid fire dialogue and ensuing chaos, 
Earnest promises to be a joyous laugh out 
loud week long comedy adventure. 
First performed in 1895 in London, 
the play still slaps in 2023.

Sometimes called A Trivial Comedy for 
Serious People, this farce features a 
community thrust in chaos due to young 
people casting off the burdensome social 
obligations and norms of the time. Mocking 
marriage, courtship, etiquette, and all the 
little things we do to ‘fit in’ in society, The 
Importance of Being Earnest has never been 
more important. (see what we did there?!)

Cordially,

Theatre Alberta

HOW TO APPLY

The Importance of 
BEING AT ARTSTREK

“NEVER SPEAK DISRESPECTFULLY OF SOCIETY. 
ONLY PEOPLE WHO CAN’T GET INTO IT DO THAT.”

- LADY BLACKNELL, ACT 3

CURRICULUM TEAM

INSTRUCTORS
Theatre Alberta recruits leading theatre educators and professional artists from 
across Alberta to teach at Artstrek. Our instructors bring extensive practical as 
well as academic knowledge to the program, and they connect participants 
directly to the theatre scene in Alberta.

Jenna Rodgers 
(she/her),  
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Director
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Director
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Rios 
(she/her)

Vern 
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(he/him)
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(they/she)

Doug 
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(he/him)

Geoffrey 
Simon Brown 
(he/him)

Melissa
Mayville 
(she/they)
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Russell 
(she/her) 
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Griffiths 
(he/him)

Artstrek applications will be accepted online starting April 1, 2023, at 10:00am. 
www.theatrealberta.com/artstrek

WHICH EXPLORATION 
SHOULD I ATTEND?

Exploration I 
July 16 – 21, 2023 | 12* – 15 year olds 
Exploration II  
July 23 – 29, 2023 | 16 – 18 year olds 
(*12 year olds must have completed Grade 7 
to attend Artstrek) 

PROGRAM FEES
Exploration I - Early Bird $725 + GST
($750 + GST after May 16, 2023)

Exploration II - Early Bird $775 + GST
($800 + GST after May 16, 2023)

All prices include a non-refundable 
$50 + GST application fee.

Students who reside outside of Alberta  
must add $100 + GST to the above fees.  
Fees include meals and accommodations.

THEATRE ALBERTA SCHOLARSHIPS 
Theatre Alberta offers partial scholarships 
to Alberta students in financial need, as 
well as a full scholarship specifically for 
a student who shows leadership in the 
LGBTQ2S+ community at their school or in 
their community–the Keith Ewasiuk Memorial 
Award. The deadline to apply is May 15, 2023.

We are also happy to assist Artstrek students 
seeking financial assistance from businesses 
and organizations in their community. 
Individuals and organizations can support 
Artstrek students by donating to our annual 
Artstrek Scholarship Campaign or by 
sponsoring a student. If you or your organi-
zation is interested in learning more, please 
contact us at artstrek@theatrealberta.com

COVID-19 INFO
K/N95 face masks will be provided and 
Artstrek students will be encouraged to 
wear them during indoor group activities, 
including during classes. COVID-19 rapid 
antigen tests will be conducted as often 
as deemed necessary by program staff. 
During the application process for all 
students, Theatre Alberta will collect current 
medical information, including information 
about immunizations, solely in order to 
assist medical personnel in the case of an 
emergency. Vaccination for COVID-19 is 
not required in order to attend. Please note 
that students who have symptoms of any 
illness during Artstrek will be sent home, 
and anyone who tests positive for COVID-19, 
symptomatic or not, will also be sent home

THEATRE ALBERTA
Theatre Alberta is a provincial arts service 
organization and registered charity 
committed to encouraging the growth of 
theatre in Alberta. We offer a wide range of 
programs and services to students, theatre 
professionals, educators, and enthusiasts, 
as well as to schools, post-secondary 
institutions, and community and professional 
theatre companies. All Artstrek students 
receive a complimentary Theatre Alberta 
membership, providing access to Canada’s 
largest play library and Drama Online!
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“I love Artstrek because it has 
helped me find my true self, 
given me so many confidence 
boosts and taught me about 
everything in theatre, helping 
to find what I love most.”

- ARTSTREK STUDENT

Importance of

by  Oscar Wildeby Oscar Wilde

 Being Earnest

The

Theatre Alberta
3rd Floor Percy Page Centre
11759 Groat Road
Edmonton AB T5M 3K6
780-422-8162
artstrek@theatrealberta.com
www.theatrealberta.com

Contact us

SCAN FOR MORE 
INFO ON ARTSTREK

by oscar wilde

the importance 
of being earnest
the importance 

of being earnest
õõ

CELEBRATING 
25 YEARS AT



AT RED DEER POLYTECHNIC  
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE  
THEATREALBERTA.COM • #ARTSTREK

−July 16    29, 2023

Importance of

by  Oscar Wildeby  Oscar Wilde

 Being Earnest

The

CELEBRATING 
25 YEARS AT




