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  PRESS RELEASE 
 
For immediate Release: Wednesday May 25

th
, 2016 

 

NEVER GIVE UP PREMIERES AT KING’S SHORTS FESTIVAL OF TEN MINUTE 

PLAYS 
 

 

Never Give Up, a ten minute comedy about going after your dream, by Calgary playwright 

James Hutchison, will premiere at the 2016 King’s Shorts Festival of Ten Minute Plays in 

Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia June 17th to 19th. All plays presented at the festival are original, 

never having been produced in any form. 

 

SYNOPSIS: Nigel Davenport is a playwright who has been entering the Short Cuts Playwriting 

Festival for years. He’s never won, in spite of submitting hundreds of plays. When Nigel gets a 

call from Artistic Director Todd Sparks, he thinks his luck has finally changed, until he meets 

with Todd and Todd tells him that they’d like him to stop submitting to the Festival because he’s 

a terrible playwright. In fact, three members of this year’s reading committee resigned, two were 

treated for depression and one tried to commit suicide all because of Nigel’s plays. But instead of 

giving up, this only inspires Nigel to try harder and figure out how to write an award winning 

play that will win the festival. 

 

Never Give Up by James Hutchison 

 Directed by Ron Wesman 

 Simon Bonnington as Nigel 

 Blaine Schumacher as Todd 

The King’s Shorts Festival is intended to make live theatre accessible to audiences, 

playwrights, directors and performers in order to allow all these groups the opportunity to 

participate in the experience of live theatre. In addition, based solely on the written scripts, 

Theatre Nova Scotia selects and awards a first and second place winner.  Audiences who come 

to the festival vote for their favourite play and the winner is presented with a People's Choice 

Award after the final performance.  

 

As a non-profit performing arts centre King’s Theatre’s mission is to forward the development of 

cultural, artistic and educational exchange by offering a wide range of stage performances, 

concerts, independent films, and other cultural events designed to appeal to the widest possible 

audience. www.kingstheatre.ca 

 

 

mailto:contact@jameshutchison.ca
http://www.jameshutchison.ca/
http://www.kingstheatre.ca/


 

 

E-mail: contact@jameshutchison.ca – Web: www.jameshutchison.ca – Mobile: 403.681.5172 

 

Page 2 of 2 

 

 

 

 

This year’s King’s Shorts plays and playwrights are: 

 The Agency Sent Me by Jim Prime 

 Chase the Ace by Charles Salmon 

 The Darwin Club by Rachel Cooper 

 Hot Flush by Sue Higgs 

 Miami by Gene Dejoie 

 Never Give Up by James Hutchison 

 On Three by Mark Redmayne and Santiago Arcila 

 Top the Timer by John Anthony Brodston 

 

Theatre Nova Scotia is a non-profit organization committed to encouraging and supporting all 

aspects of live theatre in Nova Scotia through its programs and services. www.theatrens.ca  

 

Never Give Up was workshopped through the Alberta Playwrights Network Wordshed program 

with the participation of Trevor Rueger, Christopher Hunt, Elinor Holt and Julie Orton. The 

Alberta Playwrights’ Network assists in the development of both plays and playwrights through 

a number of different development programs. www.albertaplaywrights.com 

 

James Hutchison is a Calgary playwright specializing in comedy, romance, and mystery and is 

a member of the Playwrights Guild of Canada, the Alberta Playwrights Network, Theatre Alberta 

and the Playwrights’ Center. You can follow James on Twitter @lifeisanact or visit his web site 

at www.jameshutchison.ca where he blogs and occasionally interviews other actors, writers, and 

directors about theatre. 
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