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NEW WEST THEATRE NAMES JEREMY MASON ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE | March 13, 2012 – Lethbridge, AB 
New West Theatre is excited to announce a new leadership structure, as General Manager 
Jeremy Mason assumes the Artistic Director position, replacing Nicholas Hanson, who will step 
down at the end of this season. A search for a new General Manager will begin immediately.  
 
“Jeremy has held his current position for three years. During that time, New West Theatre has 
benefitted from not only his managerial skills but also his skills and creativity as an artist,” says 
Doug MacArthur, President of the Board of Directors. “We look forward to the transition and 
consider ourselves privileged to be able to continue working with Jeremy in this new position.” 
Jeremy is ecstatic about the transition in duties: “I feel very fortunate for this opportunity and I 
look forward to continuing a tradition of creating high-calibre and captivating theatre projects 
right here in Lethbridge.” 
 
A long-time resident of southern Alberta, Jeremy earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts (Dramatic Arts) 
from the University of Lethbridge. Before and throughout his time as the General Manager of 
New West Theatre, he participated in more than a dozen of the company’s productions as a 
playwright, actor, and director; moreover, Jeremy played an integral role in the development of 
New West Theatre’s extensive youth programming, specifically the summer theatre camps and 
the new Theatre School. Previous to New West Theatre, Jeremy served as the Summer Program 
Director at the Empress Theatre (Fort Macleod, AB) and travelled across the province creating 
imaginative theatre pieces with young people for Calgary’s Trickster Theatre. A passionate arts 
advocate, Jeremy sits on the boards of the Alberta Playwrights’ Network and Theatre Alberta. 
 
“Jeremy possesses a deep knowledge of New West Theatre’s operations and traditions; I 
anticipate a seamless transition process that will allow him to immediately focus his incredible 
energy on next season’s productions and events,” comments outgoing Artistic Director Nicholas 
Hanson. “I treasure my experience with the dynamic artists and enthusiastic supporters of New 
West Theatre, and I cannot wait to see how Jeremy adds to the legacy of this vibrant 
organization.” 
 
Nicholas Hanson was appointed Artistic Director in 2008; during his term, New West Theatre 
expanded its artistic programming, established close links with the professional theatre 
community of Alberta, and implemented systems to enhance the organization’s long-term 
stability. “Nicholas has brought a level of professionalism to our organization which is seldom 
available to theatre companies outside major urban centres. We have thoroughly enjoyed 
working with Nicholas and the dedication, enthusiasm and knowledge that he has provided,” says 
MacArthur. 
 
In early May, New West Theatre will announce plans for its 23rd season of enchanting and 
engaging theatre productions.  
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For more information, members of the media may contact:  
Jeremy Mason 
(403) 381-9378 
mason@newwesttheatre.com  


