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Theatre Alberta’s Office and Library Open
Regular Fall Hours (starting September 11): Monday to Saturday: 10am to 3pm.
Holiday Hours to Note
Theatre Alberta Office and Library closed December 22 to January 3 (Holiday
Season) and February 19 to 21 (Family Day).
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Views from the Wings:
Inside the Shaw Festival
By Glenda Stirling
Glenda Stirling is an Alberta-based freelance
director, playwright and choreographer,
and board member of Theatre Alberta. She
was the Assistant Director/Choreographer of
Floyd Collins at the Shaw Festival this season.
We asked her to give us the inside track on
what it’s like to work at the Shaw Festival;
put on your sunscreen because the sun
always shines on . . .

CAMP SHAW
I spent my second summer at the Shaw Festival,
in Niagara-on-The-Lake, Ontario. While I was
there to work, and did indeed work, spending
the summer at Shaw can be a lot like summer
camp for grown ups.
HEALTHY ACTIVITIES FOR CAMPERS
Shaw is a healthy company. “Healthy” in the
not-a-toxic-organization way, but also “Healthy”
in the jogging-biking-granola-eating kind of
way. Niagara-on-the-Lake is on Lake Ontario,
but don’t think you can swim in the water
surrounding you. You can’t. However, all along
the shoreline and winding into outlying towns
is a trail for walking, biking, and jogging. If
you don’t have a show with someone, never
fear: you will meet them jogging across the
commons or biking along the pathways.
Mondays are reserved for all-day sporting
events, with pick-up softball from 1 – 3 PM,
and volleyball from 3 – 5 PM. This is usually
followed by a dip in the Pillar and Post Pool, a
local hotel with a pool free to members –
members of the Pillar and Post health club,
that is. However, so long as it’s a weekday and
we buy drinks, the staff generally pretends our
group of “campers” is staying in room 47.
There’s also a great golf course in town (several
more within driving distance), as well as the
clubs, casinos, and outlet malls of Niagara Falls
(20 minutes by car) if that is more your style.
The Shaw Cricket team takes anyone, regardless
of skill, and practice frequently for the annual
Shaw-Stratford Cricket match, one of the highlights of the season. Add to all of that the free
yoga, pilates, and Alexander classes offered
through the Shaw Academy (more on that
later), and you’ve got a very active summer.

CAMPER ACCOMMODATIONS
All campers like to tell horror stories of their
bunkhouses. Shaw works hard to provide good
and affordable housing for the company, and
tries to ensure our absent landlords keep our
homes from falling down. Housing for the
campers is set up through the Shaw Housing
division. There the two Margarets work hard to
find housing for everyone who comes to play
for the season, or for a few weeks. Shaw leases
the houses outright and rents them back weekly
or monthly to company members. There is a wide
range of houses, all over the town, in various
states of repair, disrepair, decorating disasters
and wins, and price points. When you score a
great one it is time to start sweet-talking
Margaret to hold on to it for you next season.
When meeting up with other company members
from before or after your time with the festival,
one of the fun games is to trade where-didyou-live tall tales of scoring the dream house
or living with badgers. Shaw Housing provides
furnishings, but you’ve got to pack your own
bedding and towels, just like summer camps
everywhere. Larry will come by and mow your
lawn or fix the washer but when it comes to
cleaning, bring your own vacuum. Shaw will
lend you one, but it is older than your great
uncle and licking the carpet would be more
effective.
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE
BIG CAMPER
Shaw Campers get free pilates and yoga classes
offered by certified company members, free
access to Alexander, voice and dialect coaches,
singing lessons at a great rate, and very affordable chiropractic on site. Beyond that, the
Academy also offers Manners of the Mandate,
a workshop on – you guessed it – manners and
habits of the period of Shaw’s life. Throw on a
corset and a hat, learn how to sit, drink tea, and
generally not look like a club kid at a formal ball
next time you’re onstage with Goldie Semple.
FEEDING THE CAMPERS
The Shaw Festival unveiled a brand new, much
needed, and greatly loved new cafeteria in the
festival theatre complex this season. This amazing Cafeteria/green room is huge, with couches
to lounge on, tables and chairs for eating, and
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a large courtyard patio where you can sit in the
sun and watch the herb garden grow. Nutritious
meals are offered from 7 AM until after intermission in the evening performance, prepared
by a real live chef and his team of helpers.
While this might sound like luxury it’s closer to
a necessity for a busy company where folks are
often on two show days with loads of other
readings, meetings, fittings and classes thrown
in. NOTL is a tourist town, and as a result a lot
of the local restaurants are expensive and not
always healthy. Having a great Cafeteria with food
that’s cheap, plentiful, and good for you helps
keep all the campers from getting sick and crabby.
WHAT TO BRING TO CAMP
Should you go to camp Shaw, bring every ounce
of professionalism you can muster. The company is extraordinary, and extraordinary work and
commitment is expected (and returned tenfold)
from everyone. The backstage etiquette that we
all learned in school but don’t really practice
in small companies is a necessity; The Shaw
Festival is too big to be causal about rules and
civilities. Pack your sport sunscreen and play
gear as you will be dragged to pick up volleyball, and will want to walk the pathways. Bring
some saucy outfits because openings are big
glorious bashes and the company likes to party
and look good. Go ahead and pack the Visine
and Tylenol as well, because healthy as they all
are, at least once a month some party goes until
the wee hours, and the locals mow their lawns
and shake their heads as we stumble home with
the sun well up.
THE WORK
Talking about working within a classical Rep
system could take a whole other article, so I
won’t start now. The Shaw Festival is able to
do extraordinary work because of strong texts,
selecting extraordinary artists to play, and truly
nurturing and respecting the talents of the
ensemble. While it may be remarkable to do so
on such a large scale, and so consistently for so
many years, it’s not impossible. I’ve seen that
same formula work in our province again and
again – pick good material, hire good people,
and treat them well, and chances are you’ll
have a great show.
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Letting the CAT Out of the Bag:
Calgary’s Community Theatres Roll Out the Red Carpet
By Sean Anderson
On Friday August 27th, Calgary’s community
theatre companies came together to celebrate as
Calgary-ACTS hosted the first annual CAT
(Calgary Amateur Theatre) Awards.
Similar to Calgary’s Betty Mitchell Awards or
Edmonton’s Elizabeth Sterling Haynes Awards, this
new event focuses entirely on Community Theatre
artists. Organized by Calgary’s Alliance of Community Theatres (Calgary-ACTS), these awards aim to
recognize the excellence in our non-equity theatres
and celebrate community theatre in Calgary.
Unlike other awards, all of the nominations for
the CAT Awards are submitted by the public on
the Calgary-ACTS website.
What started as an idea over two years earlier has
been turned into reality thanks to a dedicated team
of volunteers. For the inaugural year, almost 500
ballots were received with over 1000 nominations.
After tallying the nominations, the shortlist contained 14 companies being represented in 21
categories celebrating excellence in theatrical &
musical direction, performance, design, choreography, and production.
Following the people’s choice theme of nominating
individuals, the public was solicited to name the
new award. After reviewing the many submissions

that were received, Calgary-ACTS ended up choosing the “CAT” Awards, an anagram submitted by
local actress Yvonne Currie.
The awards show, hosted by Chris Gerritsen from
the Calgary Sun, was a great excuse for everyone
to dress up and party. It was a night out for
friends and colleagues to come together and help
celebrate those in the Calgary theatre community
that give of their own time and talent to ensure
that we have a vibrant and active theatre scene.
Featured were established companies including
StoryBook Theatre, Front Row Centre Players, and
Morpheus Theatre, along with newcomers’ echo37
Productions and Foxglove Theatre Productions.
Adding to the evening celebration of the past year
was a look ahead at the upcoming season.
Immediately prior to the Awards Show there was
a Theatre Expo and Volunteer Fair. This free event
saw 28 different theatre companies and organizations, including Theatre Alberta, come out to promote their upcoming season and recruit volunteers.
This event was very successful for our first year.
Not only did the Awards Show sell out, it brought
in more than twice as many groups as anticipated
for the Theatre Expo. All in all, it was an amazing

accomplishment for Calgary-ACTS and Calgary’s
community theatres.
Highlights of the CAT Awards include:
• Row Centre Players with 7 CAT Awards for
Jesus Christ Superstar, including “Outstanding
Direction of a Musical” and “Outstanding
Production of a Musical”
• echo37 Theatre Fellowship with 3 CAT Awards
for Of Mice and Men, including “Outstanding
Direction of a Play” and “Outstanding
Production of a Play”
• Morpheus Theatre with 6 CAT Awards,
including 5 for The Mikado
With a successful first year behind us and a few
lessons learned, Calgary-ACTS is already collecting
nominations for the 2005 CAT Awards. The public
is once again invited to vote in the 2005 CAT
Awards throughout the 2004 / 2005 Season on
Calgary-ACTS website at www.calgary-acts.com.
The voting will be supplemented by a team of
volunteer adjudicators who are attempting to see
over 70 shows and provide not only nominations
but feedback to the production companies.
Sean Anderson is the Artistic Director of
Morpheus Theatre.

Calgary-ACTS:
Building Community Theatre Together
Four years ago a group of community theatre
companies came together for a workshop to discuss
common issues and identify areas of mutual benefit.
From this initial meeting came the idea to start
Calgary's Alliance of Community Theatres
(Calgary-ACTS), an idea that was long over due.

Over the years membership has grown from ten
groups to 34 members and counting. The majority
of the growth was this past September following
the success of the CAT Awards and Theatre Expo
and, for the first time, includes groups outside
of Calgary.

Calgary-ACTS is a non-profit alliance that promotes
and celebrates community theatre in Calgary and
area. Open to all non-equity theatre companies
that fall under the broadest sense of community
theatre, Calgary-ACTS provides an opportunity
for both established and new theatre groups to
network, share resources, and learn from the
experiences of others by informing members and
the public of relevant events related to the arts,
and providing a communication and support
network.

Calgary-ACTS members currently enjoy the following benefits:
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•
•

•

•
•

Networking Opportunities 5 to 6 times a year
Support network for ideas, resources, and
locating elusive props
An events website that lists upcoming auditions,
shows, and workshops, along with company
profiles
Theatre Email Lists
Two season brochures published each year

•
•
•

Peer adjudication of shows
Annual Events: CAT Awards & Theatre Expo
Invitations to previews/dress rehearsals

Calgary-ACTS has a non-interference mandate
which allows all companies to act independently
and in their own best interest, freely participating
in the Calgary-ACTS initiatives that best suit their
needs and budget.
Over the past year we have seen interest from
groups in BC and Alberta who were interested in
setting up similar alliances. If you are interested in
joining Calgary-ACTS or finding out more, please
contact Sean Anderson at info@calgary-acts.com
and visit us on the internet at www.calgaryacts.com.

2004 CAT Award Recipients

Outstanding Performance by a Supporting
Actor in a Play
SPONSORED BY WORKSHOP THEATRE

Luigi Riscaldino (Gollum) - The Hobbit,
StoryBook Theatre
Outstanding Performance by a Supporting
Actress in a Play
SPONSORED BY BONAVISTA PLAYERS

Caroline Buzanko (Christie/Abby/Charlene) Saving Grace; Based on a True Story ,
Foxglove Theatre Productions
Outstanding Lighting Design
SPONSORED BY CHRISTIE LITES

Paul Hilton - Jesus Christ Superstar,
Front Row Centre Players
Outstanding Set Design
Bill Brown - Jesus Christ Superstar
Front Row Centre Players
Outstanding Costume Design
SPONSORED BY FFWD WEEKLY

Frank MacLeod - The Mikado,
Morpheus Theatre

Outstanding Performance by a Supporting
Actor in a Musical
Mike Johnson (Pooh Bah) - The Mikado,
Morpheus Theatre
Outstanding Stage Management
SPONSORED BY WILLIAM F. WHITE

Pasqualina Iapaolo - Jesus Christ Superstar,
Front Row Centre Players
Outstanding Choreography
Karen Iwanski Doutre -The Mikado,
Morpheus Theatre
Outstanding Musical Direction
SPONSORED BY CANUCK AMUSEMENTS

Jim Sarantis - Jesus Christ Superstar,
Front Row Centre Players
Outstanding Performance by a Leading
Actor in a Play
SPONSORED BY SHARON BROCCOLI – ACTORS ACADEMY

George Smith (Lennie Small), Of Mice and Men,
echo37 Theatre Fellowship
Outstanding Performance by a Leading
Actress in a Play

Outstanding Achievement in Technical Production

SPONSORED BY LIFFEY PLAYERS

SPONSORED BY RAY SPENCER - DR. TOONZ

Tanya Heschl (Helene Hanff) 84 Charing Cross Road,
Workshop Theatre

Cameron Falkenhagen (Composer) The Jungle Book, StoryBook Theatre
Outstanding Performance by a Supporting Actress
in a Musical
Val Reilly (Katisha) - The Mikado,
Morpheus Theatre

Outstanding Achievement in Administration
SPONSORED BY CALGARY REGION ARTS FOUNDATION

Shauna Nelder - Fire Exit Theatre
Outstanding Direction of a Play
SPONSORED BY BILL TORRIE

Outstanding Direction of a Musical
SPONSORED BY MORPHEUS THEATRE

Richard Michelle-Pentelbury
Jesus Christ Superstar,
Front Row Centre Players
Outstanding Performance by a Leading
Actress in a Musical
SPONSORED BY MICHELE WOODWARD

Deanne Matley (Mary Magdalene) Jesus Christ Superstar,
Front Row Centre Players
Outstanding Performance by a Leading
Actor in a Musical
SPONSORED BY CAPPUCCINO MUSICAL THEATRE

Greg Spielman (Ko Ko) - The Mikado,
Morpheus Theatre
Sandy Singer Award
Outstanding Contribution to Community
Theatre in Calgary
Donna Barnfield - Gas & Light Productions
Diane LeBlanc - Morpheus Theatre
Outstanding Production of a Play
SPONSORED BY EVERGREEN THEATRE

Of Mice and Men, echo37 Theatre Fellowship
(Dave Gagnier, Producer; Laurier Dubeau, Director)
Outstanding Production of a Musical
SPONSORED BY MICHELLE BRANDENBURG OF CENTURY
21 THE PROFESSIONALS

Jesus Christ Superstar - Front Row Centre Players
(Blair Gallant, Producer; Richard MichellePentelbury, Director; Jim Sarantis, Musical
Director; Karen Iwanski Doutre, Choreographer)

Laurier Dubeau - Of Mice and Men,
echo37 Theatre Fellowship
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Soliloquy

The rest is silence?

by Douglas Abel
It’s with a sadly heavy pen in hand—or really,
finger on keyboard—that I write this particular
“Soliloquy.” It will be my last, at least for some
time. I have been very pleased to accept a position on the Board of Directors of the Alberta
Foundation for the Arts, and feel that it is
important for me both to be objective, and to
be perceived to be objective by the larger
Alberta arts community. Hence my departure
from active advocacy for Theatre Alberta.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
Theatre Alberta for the challenging experience
they have given me over the last eight years—
and the fact that time flies so fast is just a little
frightening! I was handed an author’s dream
assignment: to write what I wanted about a
theatre topic of my own choice every three
months. No questions asked, no restrictions, no
restraints—apart from those imposed by basic
good taste and the criminal and civil law! No
column was ever rejected, no massive rewrites
were ever demanded, no intrusive editing was
done—even when it may have been warranted!
I was given free reign to talk about what
interested me, and what I hoped would interest
other Theatre Alberta members. From comments
received over the years I’m fairly confident that
I’ve succeeded, most of the time, in exploring
subjects that matter to theatre people. I would
like to send a second thank-you to my audience
for your kind words, insightful comments, and
general support.
And what an audience! I’ve had strongly
affirmed, in the process of “talking to” you all,
the fact that theatre people are an amazingly
exciting and stimulating bunch. They are
curious, reflective, open and honest, intelligent,
hungry for ideas, eager to discuss things and
unerringly positive. “Rogues and vagabonds”
(“Soliloquy” # 2) we may be, but we’re never
dull, and never satisfied with what we’ve already
done. We want to do more, know more, understand more, create more. We are, quite simply,
one of the most intelligent and dynamic communities in the province.
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I’ve had strongly affirmed,
in the process of “talking
to” you all, the fact that
theatre people are an
amazingly exciting and
stimulating bunch. They
are curious, reflective,
open and honest, intelligent, hungry for ideas,
eager to discuss things
and unerringly positive.
It has certainly been exciting finding a topic
every three months. I will admit that there has
been more than one occasion when I suddenly
realized a deadline was looming – in one case,
the next day! – and went into panic mode,
mind racing on apparent empty. But something
always arose to stimulate my “need to talk.”
Those inspirations ranged from world-shaking
events (9/11) to personal joys and tragedies (a
wedding and a funeral) to simple conversations
with friends and colleagues. There were newspaper stories about the benefits of arts education, political decisions about arts funding, and
speeches by the Lieutenant Governor of the
province. At other times I simply wrote about a
topic I had always been interested in—whether
a pet peeve or a long love— trusting that my
interest would be shared somewhere in our
diverse and complex theatre family. Again,
feedback tells me that there were always at
least a few of you out there who wanted to
listen, no matter what direction my rants and
ruminations went off in.

Perhaps the articles I cherished most were the
ones whose ideas were allowed to percolate and
distill slowly over weeks, or even months. I was
given the freedom to let them do so. I had to
write something every three months, but no
one was dictating what that something had to
be. I had the luxury, so rare in our deadlinedriven the world, to let ideas grow at their own
speed, and to let those ideas tell me when they
were ready to jump onto paper. If only we were
able to let every brilliant script, cast, or production concept take as long as required for full
artistic expression!
I’ve also been gratified – and flattered – by the
identity that writing “Soliloquy” has given me.
Several times over the years my first meeting
with one of you has been launched with the
words, “Douglas Abel . . . Oh, you’re the guy
who writes those articles for the Newsletter!”
Conversation followed, common ground was
established. And of course, as a theatre person,
I can say that even modest celebrity is nourishing to the soul – or at least, the ego.
Finally, Theatre Alberta’s directors and staff
should be delighted to know that Theatre
Alberta News is read, discussed, and appreciated
by the membership. It’s become clear to me
that our theatre community sees the Newsletter
as a special forum we share, and values it as a
voice to one another and to the province.
Writing “Soliloquy” has been one of the most
satisfying “gigs” of my life. I’ll really miss
the opportunity to “sound off” four times a
year. I hope that, once my term with the AFA is
completed, I might be invited back to bid you
all “Once more into the breach, dear friends,”
for topical conversations about the art and craft
we all love so much.
It’s been wonderful. Thanks for listening.
Douglas Abel is a Professor of Drama at
Keyano College, Fort McMurray. He has been
gracing our pages since 1996, and they won’t
be the same without him. Thank you Doug.

Sharon Pollock: Live at the U of A
By Salena Kitteringham and Jeff Gagnon
When the emerging talents of the University of
Alberta’s BFA acting students tread the boards
alongside the distinguished artist Sharon
Pollock in her play Moving Pictures, December 2
– 11, a rare and precious mentorship is bound
to take place.

“This is such an exceptional experience for the
theatre students with whom she will collaborate
in rehearsal and performance,” says Department
of Drama Chair, Professor Jan Selman. There’s
no telling what kind of lasting impression
working with Sharon Pollock will leave on the
development of these young artists’ careers.

PHOTO SUPPLIED BY NEWEST PRESS

A two-time Governor General Award Winning
playwright (Blood Relations, Doc), artistic
director, teacher, performer, and arts advocate,
Sharon Pollock has been instrumental in
shaping theatre across this country and around
the world.
Pollock’s play Moving Pictures sketches with bold
strokes a portrait of the silent film star Nell
Shipman - an artist whose thirst for creative
independence could not be quenched within
the confines of the movie studio system.
The play is a powerful examination of silent
film artist Nell Shipman, whose progressiveness
and independence stand in tangible parallel to
Pollock’s own artistic history. Moreover, audiences in attendance at the December 6th showing will have the opportunity to participate in a
post-show reception and talk-back session.
TICKETS TO MOVING PICTURES ARE AVAILABLE AT TIX ON THE SQUARE BY PHONE AT 780.420.1757
AND ONLINE AT www.tixonthesquare.ca

“Ms. Pollock’s portrayal of Nell Shipman will
offer unique insights into her play, her views
on art, and of Sharon Pollock herself,” says
Selman. “She’s inspiring and, without a doubt,
her presence on campus will have a significant
impact.”
Ms. Pollock will be in and around the department for 7 weeks in preparation for the Studio
Theatre production of her play, in which she
will perform. Her presence will allow students
are going to reap the benefits of working in
collaboration with a highly distinguished writer,
teacher, performer, and staunch advocate of the
arts. This is a huge deal for students and faculty
alike, especially in the departments of Drama,
English, Film Studies, Women’s Studies and
History where she is expected to make a number
of in-class appearances. Sharon has been an
extremely generous friend of the department for
years, where she’s taught a playwriting class
along with making a number of appearances in
classes to discuss her work.
Those interested in delving into Pollock’s work
are welcome to partake in a symposium, Sharon
Pollock, Portraits of the Female Artist, featuring several scholars and various members of the
artistic community on Wednesday, December 8,
from 2 pm – 4:30pm, in the Timms Centre for
the Arts.

Theatre Alberta’s Monologue Resource & Catalogue
We receive phone calls all the time at Theatre
Alberta that go something like, “I need a
comedic monologue for a middle-aged
woman from a Canadian contemporary play
that’s at least three minutes long. Do you
have anything like that?”
Yes. Yes we do.
As part of our ongoing commitment to
offering practical advice and support to
those interested in theatre, we are excited to
announce the creation of Theatre Alberta’s
Monologue Resource & Catalogue. The
Catalogue is still in development, but it

currently offers a comprehensive listing of
the numerous monologues available in our
Library.
The Catalogue is designed to help performers, drama teachers, and students move
forward with confidence and enthusiasm
as they pursue their theatrical and other
performance pursuits. In order to help you
get the most out of the audition experience,
we’ve included an introductory chapter
that demystifies the audition process.
Though it addresses issues that also pertain
to film, dance, and musical performances, the
Catalogue focuses primarily on live theatre.

The Theatre Alberta Monologue Resource
& Catalogue is available to schools, theatre
companies, organizations, and individual
members of Theatre Alberta. It offers a listing of monologues that appear in our over
14,000 titles from across North America,
Europe, and the globe.

d

Take advantage of what we have to offer!
Visit the Theatre Alberta Library today!
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Merry Christmas from all
MARIE

•

JANICE

•

KERI

•

SAM

Go West, Young Thespian: The Canada West Play Fest
By Cliff Cameron
The second annual Canada West Play Fest,
which took place from October 14 -16 in Prince
Albert, Saskatchewan, was a great success. The
event brought together plays from provincial
festivals in BC, Saskatchewan, and Alberta for
three nights of interprovincial dramatic exploration, exposition, and excellence. Two fulllength plays and two one-act plays were featured, with Saskatchewan and BC providing a
full-length play each and one-acts coming
from Saskatchewan and Alberta, as well as a
series of readings from an anthology of plays
by Saskatchewan playwrights scheduled for
imminent publication. Manitoba was not
represented this year, but hopes to participate
in the future.
The “showcase-only” nature of the festival
allowed participants to concentrate on presenting their shows without the added stress of
competition. Because it was noncompetitive,
there was strong camaraderie, with strangers
meeting and acting like long lost friends immediately. It was a unique opportunity to discuss
issues of common interest with a group of
people from three separate locales and to learn
the differences in the approach to community
theatre festivals among the provinces. Next
year’s festival is tentatively scheduled for the
third weekend in September, 2005 in Swift
Current, Saskatchewan; the 2006 festival will
be held in BC.
Alberta was represented by the Playworks
Players of Drayton Valley, who presented Kate
McGrath’s November Women, a 2004 Alberta
Drama Festival Association (ADFA) regional
festival winner. Congratulations to Playworks
Players for an excellent performance, which
was very well received by the audience. An
exceptional note: one of the cast members had
to bow out at the last minute, and Playworks
Players managed to cast and rehearse the part
in two weeks.
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ADFA is an umbrella organization for adult
amateur drama activity in the province of
Alberta. It was formed in 1969 to assume
organization of the adult one-act drama festival
formerly run by the Drama Division of Alberta
Culture. ADFA is a non-profit association incorporated under the Societies Act of Alberta.
Promoting participation by adults in community theatre, festivals are open to Alberta productions with both a predominantly adult cast and
a predominantly adult crew, none of whom
may be a member of a professional theatrical
organization.
The province is divided into nine regions, each
of which holds a Regional Festival, usually
sometime after the beginning of February and
up to two weeks before the Provincial Festival.
An adjudicator chooses one play to represent
the region at the Provincial Festival, which is
held in April or May. The next Provincial
Festival will be held in Lethbridge on May 13
& 14, 2005.
In addition to selecting the Outstanding
Production and other awards, the adjudicator
provides both a public and a private adjudica-

tion. This is an excellent opportunity to
learn from the adjudicator, who is typically a
practicing professional or educator. The public
adjudication is a general overview of the plays,
indicating particular challenges that have been
faced and the level of success achieved thereof.
In the private adjudication, which is open to
the members of the particular production only,
the adjudicator will go into greater detail and
answer questions.
Take advantage of this great opportunity to
meet, connect with, and learn from your
fellow Albertans! For more information about
ADFA and the various regions, please visit
the website at www.adfa.ca, or contact Cliff
Cameron at (403) 397-0292.
Cliff Cameron is the President of the Alberta
Drama Festival Association. For more information
on, and photos of, the 2004 Great West Play Fest
visit the Theatre Saskatchewan at
www.theatresaskatchewan.com
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The Power of Drama:

A Personal Reflection on Drama Therapy
by Renée Thériault
Ten years ago a local newspaper interviewed
me about my role in my high school musical.
The reporter described me as swelling up with
emotion when I was asked how the production
had affected me. I explained that it had uplifted all aspects of my life, that it had even
changed my family. That production inspired
me to become a drama teacher because I want
to share the excitement of drama with students
and watch them contagiously pass it on. Drama
amazes me through its magic. It not only
entertains but it provides therapy for those
who experience it. I have seen people change
through drama activities such as role-playing,
theatre games, mime, and improvisation.
Sometimes the simplest exercise can bring about
the most profound change in an individual.
Drama therapy is becoming increasingly popular;
in schools, hospitals, businesses, and prisons it
is being used to help foster both emotional and
physical growth. Drama therapy separates the
person from the problem, allowing an individual to take a more empowering stance.
Businesses are hiring drama therapists to work
with employees so they can discover alternative
solutions to problems. In prisons ritual through
drama is used to build a sense of community.
Patients in hospitals practice role-playing and
play drama games to enable them to experience
positive outcomes in a wide range of problems

such as drug addiction, abuse, rehabilitation
and dealing with terminal illness. In schools,
students externalize their issues by putting on
the masks of other characters, allowing them to
gain self-awareness in a safe environment.

The student who I thought
was so shy turned into
quite the trickster of a
clown, and the other
students loved it. I could
see how much he was
uplifted when the whole
class cheered for him at
the end of his scene.
Drama inspires by its ability to heal faster than
any medication. During my teaching practicum
I experienced this in a unit on clowning. I told
my students that for the next month there
would be no speech during clowning. We communicated through movement, sound, and
emotion. There was one student who had only

spoken a couple of words to me before the
clowning unit. He was very shy, kept to himself
but knew exactly what was going on. After a
few weeks of clowning the students began
to see each other as equals. They were less
insecure about being silly because when they
looked around they saw 30 other kids being
silly. They began to drop old patterns as they
discovered new ones. The student who I
thought was so shy turned into quite the
trickster of a clown, and the other students
loved it. I could see how much he was uplifted
when the whole class cheered for him at the
end of his scene. The smile on his face lit up
the whole room. These experiences heal, unite
and empower all who are involved.
A few months ago I was sitting in a circle with
some students backstage minutes before the
opening night performance of their musical.
They began to “swell up with emotion” as they
described how much their drama classes had
helped them discover who they really were.
They spoke of their passion for drama and the
power it had in expanding the quality of their
lives and how they wanted to pass it on. Déjà
vu? I am proud to say so.
Renée Thériault is a graduate of the B.Ed. Drama
program at the University of Alberta. She currently
seeks to be the Drama teacher of the future.
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A Message from the Editor
Hey Everybody.

So here’s what I want:

My name is Sam Varteniuk. I’ll be your new editor.

1) THEATRE WAR STORIES
Remember that time when everything fell apart?
When Hamlet didn’t show up until five minutes
before curtain and he was drunk and missed the
entire gravedigger scene? Or when that prop that
you spent hours making out of chicken wire and
Paper Mache started falling apart halfway through
the run? We’ve all got the war wounds; put
together 500 words and share them with the rest
of us so that we too may laugh at your pain, learn
from your folly.

As some of you may know, Laura Roald, former
editor of this newsletter, has left Theatre Alberta
to explore life in the big smoke. During her time at
the helm she saw the News through a tremendous
period of evolution and growth, and hands to me a
high-quality publication with a devoted readership.
Thank you Laura; may all your houses be full.
Which brings me to the future of the Theatre
Alberta News. I want you. I want you all. You’re
clever and insightful and fun to be with; why not
send me some of your thoughts? Theatre Alberta is
a service organization, responding to the interests
of our membership through programming, networking opportunities, and library acquisitions
and distribution. Our mandate is to encourage the
growth of theatre in Alberta; have you looked at
theatre in Alberta lately? It is a thriving, forever
expanding and multiplying entity. This is the
Golden Age of theatre in Alberta, and it just keeps
getting better.

2) SCRIPTS FOR UNCONVENTIONAL CASTS
We all know that there are twice as many roles
for men as women – in fact, the bulk of western
theatre is written for and by middle-aged white
dudes. How many times have you gone looking for
a script with good roles for women, people of
colour, or enough roles to give everyone in your
class of 16 equal acting challenges and stage time?
They are out there! Send them in, along with a
brief summary and your thoughts on the script,
and we’ll spread the word.

Welcome New Members!

Welcome Back, Renewing Members

(joined Aug 1 – Oct 31, 2004)

(joined Aug 1 – Oct 31, 2004)

Jessica Abells
Joann Ayotte
Darren Bachynski
Anna Bado
Diana Bernard
Mariam Bokari
Delphine Brooker
Lindsay Burns
Janelle Caldwell
Mary Carter
Ben Charland
Serena Clark
Patrick Creery
Jordan Cutsill
Bill Daugherty
Dale Dryer
Daniella Figueroa
Lisa Fischer
Dawn Ford
Daniel Gregorash
Maura Halloran
Robyn Hildahl
Lenore Hume
Amy Karst
Amanda Kneller
Aly Koskela
Anna-Maria LeMaistre
Jessa-Lynn Loewen
Matthew MacKenzie
Simon Mallett
Kayla McCarthy
Alissa McLester
Lori Mohacsy
Shannon Ouwendyk
Trina Penner
Maryanne Pope
Jon Romalo
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Cari Russell
Rosa Saunders
Meredith Scott
Julie Serger
Shannon Sortland
Kelly Spilchak
Hayley Steef
Kyla Stenger
Vicki Stroich
John Templin
Harmonie Tower
Gerry Varteniuk
Sam Varteniuk
Les Vincent
Glenda Warkentin
Jay Whitehead
Amanda Wilson
Michelle Woytuik

New Groups
Clarence Sansom Jr High
School
Dirty Laundry
Flagstaff Players
Foundations for the Future
Charter Academy
GasLight Theatre
Grant MacEwan College
Theatre Arts
Innisfail Town Theatre
J.A. Williams High School
Millwoods Christian School
Stage Left Productions
Two Hills High School

Elizabeth Archer
Kate Barnes
Leonard Belsher
Jessica Benini
Scott Bennie
Colleen Bishop
Erin Bourke
Juliet Brown
Kenneth Brown
Dan Carefoot
Cory Cherdarchuk
Brian Copping
Sandra Corbett
Elizabeth Danyluk
Roxanne Dicke
Wendy Doerksen
Mark Doskoch
Pattie Dwyer
Lynn Eaton
Dolores Ewen
Iris Gittens
Charles Goulet
Andrea Graham
Crystal Hanson
Christianne Hirt
Wally Houn
Levi Johnson
David Johnston
Karli Jore
David King
John Knight
Sherry Koehler
Allison Krause
Dale Kwong
Ellen Leavitt
Harry Lehmann
Greg Martin

Dale Marushy
Peter Mason
John McIver
Jenny McKillop
Kerry McPhail
Skye-Lindey Meehan
Duane Mills
Janine Mitchell
Giovanni Mocibob
Christy Morin
Betty Moulton
Marie Nychka
Eric Nyland
Carmen Paterson
Steve Penman
Mary-Ellen Perley
Nancy Rakovszky
Laurence Ramsay
Caroline Russell-King
Norah Sadava
Dawn Sadoway
Ron Schuster
Andrea Sebulski
Trisha Short
Maria Smythe
Diana-Marie Stolz
Melanie Stolz
Jan Streader
Jan Taylor
Stephanie Thacker
Theo Thirsk
Barry Thorson
Ivan Villafuerte
Leigh Wardhaugh
Kathleen Weiss
Lorna Weppler
Allan Wilson

3) LETTERS, THOUGHTS, REFLECTIONS, GENERAL
THEATRE TIPS AND TRIVIA
Like something you’ve read here? Got something
to add? Fervently disagree with an article? Tell me
about it. This is a publication for you, of you, by
you; take advantage of it.
So put on your typing hat and fire me off an
email: programmer@theatrealberta.com. Become
a member of Theatre Alberta and we’ll send you a
copy of the newsletter in the mail four times a
year. Think how impressed your dad will be when
you show him you got something printed in the
Theatre Alberta News. Maybe you’ll finally convince
him you’re not wasting your life with this whole
acting thing…
All Alberta’s a stage, and all the men and women
merely players… with a phenomenal arts support
infrastructure and a quarterly newsletter.
Sam Varteniuk is the Programmer and Newsletter
Editor for Theatre Alberta.

Renewing
Groups
Alberta Lyric Theatre
Alberta Theatre Projects
All Nations Theatre Society
Ardrossan Jr/Sr High
Baying Buffoons
Canadian Badlands
Passion Play
Concrete Theatre
Donalda School
Festival Place
Foremost Theatrical Society
Friends of the Majestic
Theatre
Fringe Theatre Adventures
Grande Prairie Live Theatre
Hatterland Children's
Theatre
Heartland Arts Troupe Soc
Horizon Players Association
Hunting Hills High School
Kaleidoscope Theatre of
Drumheller Soc.
Kompany! Dance & Musical
Theatre
Leave It To Jane
Lunchbox Theatre
M.E. Lazerte High School
McNally High School
Morpheus Theatre
New West Theatre
Northern Light Theatre
Pegasus Performances
Pine Tree Players
Precipice Theatre

Y
Pumphouse Theatre Society
Rapid Fire Theatre
Red Deer College Theatre
Society
Slave Lake Musical Theatre
Association
Spread the Word Theatre
Ministries
St. Albert Catholic High
School
St. Albert Children's Theatre
St. George of England
Society
St. Thomas More School
Stage West Theatre
Restaurants
Storybook Theatre Society
The Banff Centre,
Theatre Arts
The Citadel Theatre
Theatre Network
Thorhild Central School
University of Alberta
University of Calgary
Faculty of Fine Arts
W.P. Wagner School
Wetaskiwin Theatre Society
Windmill Theatre Players
Workshop West Theatre

A Warm and
Sincere Thank You
to the Following
for Their Generous
Contributions
to Theatre Alberta:
Mich Chelayden
Katherine Fadum
Robyn Hildahl
Anna-Maria LeMaistre
Ron Schuster
Gerry Varteniuk
McNally Composite
High School

Another Satisfied Customer

“

The fervour of planning, organizing, and
administering the smooth operation of one
of our many arts development and training
programs is as exhilarating as it is exhausting.
At the end of it all we look at one another
with weary, battle-worn pride at another event
well attended and enthusiastically concluded.
As we bid a fond farewell to our participants
we hope that they take something with them
that will continue to inspire and energize as
the days flip by. And so it’s always nice when
we get letters like this one:

This recent Artstrek program celebrated my son's

extend huge thanks for the quality program

fifth season. The program is outstanding and its

providing all kids an opportunity to eat, sleep,

contributions to my son's confidence as an actor

and breathe theatre. Thank you very much!

and as a person have been stellar.

We'll be back!

I have been sending students to Artstrek for

Sincerely, AN ARTSTREK PARENT

”

many years - Artstrek and summer go together
like ham and eggs or Alberta and Prairie clippers.
On behalf of my son and myself, we would like to

What is Artstrek?
Artstrek is a theatre school like no other —
a residential summer theatre program for
teens that has been running in the province
of Alberta for forty-five years. It has changed
locations and focus over the years, but it
has always maintained a high standard of
instruction and a commitment to excellence.
The Artstrek program is primarily about the
exploration of theatre and the components of
its production rather than about getting a show
on stage. Over the course of six or seven days
students will explore acting, voice, movement,
sound/music, design, and directing.

Artstrek is not a talent–based program; we seek
students who are enthusiastic about theatre,
who will be focused on learning and exploring
with both their instructors and other Artstrek
participants.
A different play is selected for study each year,
and a new team of instructors is contracted to
develop a curriculum centered on that script.

Classes run in two week-long sessions: the first
for ages 13 to 15, the second for ages 16 to 18.
This is a great opportunity for that high school
student who is bursting with artistic energy but
starved for creative outlets. Sponsor a kid today!
Call 1-888-422-8160 (toll free in Alberta),
(780) 422-8162, or email
theatreab@theatrealberta.com for details.

This means the program is always fresh, current,
and evolving, affording students the opportunity to work with professional instructors
focused on the chosen work.

In Memoriam
BILL
GLASSCO

HELEN
FOLKMANN

BILL GLASSCO, one of Canadian theatre’s greatest proponents,

Edmonton filmmaker and arts advocate HELEN FOLKMANN died

passed away quietly at his daughter's home in Toronto on Monday,

at the end of September after a long battle with liver cancer. As a

September 13, finally taken over by the ravages of cancer he had

documentary filmmaker and oil painter she advocated loudly and

fought so well and bravely over the past year and a half. He leaves

tirelessly for art in Alberta and Canada. She was a founding member

a theatrical legacy that we all know and appreciate, including the

of the Edmonton International Film Festival, director of the Global

Tarragon Theatre, Canadian Stage and most recently The Montreal

Visions Film Festival, executive director of the Film and Video Arts

Young Company. He championed the young artist and worked

Society, and executive director of Alberta Media Arts Alliance. Helen

energetically to further their careers and training, attending all

Folkmann touched many lives in Alberta and across Canada; we will

performances he could and always finding time to talk to them

miss her very much.

and nurture their futures.
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Public Service
Announcements
CANADIAN PLAYS IN DEVELOPMENT AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF LETHBRIDGE
The University of Lethbridge Faculty of Fine Arts,
Department of Theatre and Dramatic Arts invites Canadian
playwrights to submit previously unproduced plays for
development through its Canadian Plays in Development
program which operates between May 9 - June 22, 2005.
The program will select up to three scripts for development
leading to public readings and/or presentations.
Submissions may have been workshopped before, but may
not have had a professional production.
The successful applicant will be responsible for travel
and accommodation costs. On campus private residence
accommodation, not including meals, is available at
$39.20 per night (rates in effect Sept 2004).
The playwright’s application should include:
• An unbound copy of the script.
• Cast/Character list including ages and gender, a synopsis
of the play, and a two-line summary of the play.
• A detailed resume of the playwright’s writing
experience and, if applicable, teaching experience.
• A letter indicating the specific goals of the playwright.
• Two letters of support from members of the Canadian
theatre community familiar with the playwright’s work.
• Contact information for the playwright including
phone numbers, mailing address and email address.
• Any additional supporting documents.
• A self-addressed stamped envelope (if return of
materials is required)
Submissions must be postmarked no later than December
15, 2004. Successful applicants will be advised on or before
March 1, 2005. Completed applications should be sent to:
Department of Theatre and Dramatic Arts
C/o Pat Foster
University of Lethbridge
4401 University Drive, W850
Lethbridge, Alberta T1K 3M4
Office: (403) 394-3997
Fax: (403) 382-7127
Email: patricia.foster@uleth.ca
ADFA EDMONTON
The Alberta Drama Festival Association Edmonton Zone presents Stage Struck! 2005
What Adult One-Act Play Festival
When February 18 and 19, 2005
Where Walterdale Playhouse
Entries must be one-act plays between 10 and 60 minutes
in length. Plays may be previously published or new works.
Entry fee $50. For more information or to request a
registration package, contact Mary-Ellen Perley at
780-481-3716 or email at mperley@shaw.ca.
Submission deadline is November 30, 2004
FIDDLERS ON THE ROOF?
Terrific "Fiddler On the Roof" gently used set and props
available after Nov. 28 from the Heartland Arts Troupe
Society, Stettler. Price negotiable. Call Glorene at
403-742-5591 evenings or 403-742-4440 workdays for
details.
ON THE VERGE 2005 - CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
This festival is designed to showcase plays “on the verge”
of production to producers from across the country. We
are looking for scripts that are close to a production draft
stage – scripts that would benefit from a short workshop
and a public reading.
On the Verge 2005 will take place in Ottawa at the
National Arts Centre in mid-June, 2005. It is timed to
coincide with the Magnetic North Theatre Festival, which
runs from June 8-18, 2005.
Selected plays will receive a short workshop and public
reading in Ottawa. Playwrights will have the option of
choosing a dramaturg-director for the workshop process.
Out of town playwrights will receive travel expenses and
accommodation, and must be available to attend the reading to be eligible. Canadian playwrights or playwrights living in Canada are invited to submit their script, along with
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a cover letter outlining your play’s history of development,
and resume/bio, to:
On the Verge Festival
National Arts Centre English Theatre
53 Elgin Street
P.O. Box 1534, Station B
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5W1
Only full-length scripts in an advanced draft stage will be
accepted. Only one submission per playwright. Please send
hard copies only. Electronic versions will not be accepted.
Writers will be notified about the final selection in writing
in early March. Scripts will not be returned. Forward questions to Festival Artistic Coordinator Lise Ann Johnson at
lajohnso@nac-cna.ca
Deadline: Friday, December 10th, 2004.
REHEARSAL SPACE AVAILABLE – CALGARY
Khamsin Studio announces rehearsal & studio space now
available in Crump Manor (1046 - 18 Ave SE). Bare bones,
bargain basement rates, flexible hours. Also available for
events. BYOV (bring your own venue). Capacity approximately 150. Also available for gallery showings. Contact
Heather Cook at khamsinstudio@shaw.ca
THE INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF ANIMATED OBJECTS
SEEKS YOU TO VOLUNTEER!
CAOS, (the Calgary Animated Objects Society) is now
taking applications for volunteers for the upcoming
International Festival of Animated Objects taking place
January 21-30, 2005. Call 266-1503 or email
ifao@shaw.ca for an application.
This exciting new festival of mask and puppetry features
work on stage and screen, as well as workshops, lectures
and an exhibition. All range of positions are available.
Hospitality, Transport, Production, Marketing, Fundraising,
Back Stage, Installations and Special Events, and many
more. You got a passion, we got a project! Sign up now
and get your name in the program!!
To apply, call 266-1503 or email ifao@shaw.ca.
Check us out at www.animatedobjects.ca
ART SEEN
Art Seen is intended to be a comprehensive list of arts
organizations in Calgary. It will be 200 pages, 6/5"x8.5",
full colour throughout, with discount coupons in the back
and descriptions of as many Calgary arts organizations as
possible. THERE IS NO COST TO BE INCLUDED.
Categories will include Theatre, Museums, Galleries, Music,
Dance, Film, Literature, Festivals. Forward your information
to production@artseen.org. Visit the website at
calgaryartseen.ca
COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY THEATRE –
INTERNATIONAL PLAYWRITING COMPETITION
The Larry Corse Prize for Playwriting includes $1,000 and
a production by Columbus State University Theatre. The
competition is open to all.
The play should be finished, original, in English, and must
not have been previously published or performed (excluding workshop readings). It may be either full-length, oneact, or a series of related one-acts, and should have a
running time of between 45 and 120 minutes. The submitted
work should be in 12 pt., easy-to-read font, and must have
page numbers at bottom of every page. If the submission
is a musical, must include score and a recording of the
music. The number of actors needed for the play should be
between 5 and 10. Columbus State University Theatre will
have first production rights for the winning play. The playwright will retain all other rights, including copyright,
publication and performance rights.
Plays should be submitted with a cover sheet containing
the following information: a) Playwright's name; b)
Playwright's address; c) Title of play; c) Playwright's phone
number and e-mail address; d) A signed statement that
the play has not been previously produced or published.
The author’s name should not appear on any page of the
play as it will be submitted to the juries anonymously.

s
Send submissions to:
Columbus State University Theatre
International Playwriting Competition #324
931 Monroe Drive NE, Suite A102
Atlanta, Georgia 30308
For additional information, contact Steve Graver,
Department of Theatre, Columbus
State University at graver_steven@colstate.edu or by writing to the above mailing address.
Deadline: December 1, 2004.

ONE STOP SHOT FOR ARTS & CULTURE
CALLING ALL ARTIST'S, MUSICIANS, PERFORMERS,
WRITERS, FILMAKERS!
Culture Link is developing a "one stop shop" for Arts &
Culture in the Red Deer community through a web based
site (we call a Webtool), that will provide access for artists,
musicians, performers, writers, filmmakers, and anyone
involved or interested in What's happening, Who's happening and Where it's at in Red Deer for Arts & Culture!
Sign up today online by logging onto www.culturelink.ws
and click on ”contributor login." For more information
please feel free to contact our office at 403-340-0204.
Continued on next page

Upcoming Grant Deadlines
For more information on these grants please contact the funding
agencies directly.
Canada Council Grant Deadlines
http://www.canadacouncil.ca/
December 1, 2004 Theatre Touring Program (in Canada)
Theatre Presenting Program (Festival Co-productions and Hosting)
Theatre Int’l Program (Co-production, Touring
Export and Import Components)
December 10, 2004 Canada Council for the Arts and the National
Research Council of Canada: Artist-in-Residence
for Research Program (Pilot)
March 1, 2005
Multi-Year and Annual Operating Grants to
Professional Theatre Organizations
Theatre Production Project Grants:
Emerging Artist’s Creation/Development (for projects
taking place between 1 September 2004 and
30 April 2006)
October 1, 2004
Flying Squad Program (for specialist consultation
and mentorships)
Anytime
Grants to Theatre Artists: Travel Grants
Travel Assistance for Theatre Artistic Directors,
Administrators and Presenters

AFA Grant Deadlines
Application forms to the following Feb 15, 2005 theatre grant programs
include can be downloaded at
http://www.cd.gov.ab.ca/all_about_us/commissions/arts/fastforms/index.asp

Theatre Projects Grant
The Theatre Projects Grant Program supports the artistic development
of individual Alberta artists, ensemble of artists who propose to work
together and not-for-profit organizations in theatre by assisting with
projects in one or any combination of the following categories:
a) Art production
b) Training and/or career development
c) Travel and/or marketing
d) Research

Commissioning Playwrights Grant Program
The Commissioning Playwrights Grant Program supports the creation
and exposure of original new plays by assisting both emerging and
established Alberta playwrights with commissions.

Edmonton Arts Council Deadlines
http://www.edmontonarts.ab.ca/grants.html

Community Investment Program Travel Grant
Applications will be considered 3 times per year: Feb. 1, Jun. 1, Oct.1

Community Investment Program Parade Grant March 15, 2005
Lee Fund for the Arts April 30, 2005
Festival SEED Community Investment Grant Program May 1, 2005
Edmonton Artists’ Trust Fund May 31, 2005
Community Investment Program Project Grant June 15, 2005
If you have information regarding grant deadlines that would be of interest to
fellow Theatre Alberta members, please send to programmer@theatrealberta.com

Public Service Announcements
THEATRE ALBERTA – JOB POSTING
Theatre Alberta has an upcoming vacancy for an Office
Administrator/Executive Assistant. We are looking for
someone who is enthusiastic about theatre, enjoys dealing
with people, and is able to work independently and as a
team player. This is a maternity leave replacement 1-year
contract position; the work week is 35 hours.
Good word processing skills, experience with database and
records management, excellent communication and interpersonal skills are all required. Experience in a Macintosh
environment using File Maker Pro software is preferred,
however, candidates with experience in a PC environment
using Microsoft Access or other database applications will
be considered.
Deadline for applications: December 1, 2004; Position to
commence: February 7, 2005
Please forward your resume and cover letter by mail or
email to:
Marie Gynane-Willis
Executive Director, Theatre Alberta
3rd Floor, 11759 Groat Road,
Edmonton, AB, T5M 3K6
email: marie@theatrealberta.com

continued from page 12

WALTERDALE THEATRE ASSOCIATES ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Walterdale Theatre Associates is accepting applications for
Artistic Director for their 47th season. This person will be
largely responsible for the artistic quality of Walterdale's
2005-2006 season.
Walterdale Theatre Associates is a community theatre
housed in an historic fire hall in the heart of Old Strathcona.
The theatre is a fully equipped, recently renovated 145-seat
house. The theatre operates year-round with a subscription
season consisting of five plays as well as a summer production in July, which, for the past few seasons, has been
a musical. All positions at Walterdale, including that of
Artistic Director, are performed on a volunteer basis.
The primary responsibilities are:
• choose and recommend the season's plays and directors
to the Walterdale Board of Directors
• sit on and be a voting member of Walterdale's Board
of Directors commencing September 1, 2005. The
position has a one-year term but the Artistic Director
commonly serves a second year after confirmation
by the Board.
• develop the season brochure
• during the season, stay in close communication with
the director of each production while in the rehearsal
process and report on progress to the Board.

Candidates should have training and/or experience in
theatre; directing experience is essential. Candidates
should also have good communication skills, be creative,
decisive, organized, able to accept criticism, and to work
as part of a team.
Please forward your resume and a proposed season by
November 30, 2004 to:
Wendi Pope, President
Walterdale Theatre Associates
10322 83 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T6E 5C3
For more information, e-mail Wendi at thyme@edmc.net
WALTERDALE – CALL FOR DIRECTORS
Walterdale Theatre Associates are now accepting proposals
from directors for its 2005-2006 season. All positions at
Walterdale are performed on a volunteer basis.
Please submit your resume, references, a copy of the play
you’d like to direct, and a brief letter describing why
you’ve chosen this play and why you think it’s a good fit
for Walterdale to:
Artistic Director
c/o Walterdale Playhouse
10322 – 83 Ave
Edmonton, AB T6E 5C3
Deadline: December 15, 2004

From The Theatre Alberta Library…
A flurry of activity with the one-act plays during
August and September was a welcome change from
the usual library solitude . . . we hope all the High
School students have been successful in both
choosing and presenting their plays. It’s so great to
see the diligence these teens exhibit each year
when scouring Theatre Alberta’s library for their
project. We hope you won’t forget to come in and
visit the rest of the year!
Approximately 17% of our library patrons are
students and we encourage all of them to come in
and see what a great library we have.
A flurry of a different variety (snow) had the emails flying and phones ringing at the Library in
October as requests started to come in for
Christmas scripts. Just a reminder, a quick way to
access the Christmas scripts online (www.theatrealberta.com/scriptlibrary.htm) is to enter “Christmas”
and click on subject. For our library members who

prefer to curl up in a comfy chair with a cup of hot
chocolate, the updated Catalogue of Religious and
Christmas plays is available for purchase or loan.
Catalogues of Full length Comedies and One Act
Comedies are also available now. And with respect
to Christmas, our loan periods will be extended
until January 4, 2005 for all material charged out
after November 22. Again, remember that if an
item has a call number beginning with “CI” it is
part of a collection and the title of the collection
must be entered to see if it is in or not.
Occasionally, the librarians are asked for information regarding royalties and performance rights for
plays. We generally end up referring those queries
to the publisher of the script in question. Listed
below are the most frequently contacted publishers:
1) Samuel French (Canada)
416-363-3536 or 416-363-8417

2) Playwrights Guild of Canada
www.playwrightsguild.ca or 416-703-0201
3) Dramatic Publishing
www.dramaticpublishing.com or 815-338-7170
4) Dramatists Play Service
www.dramatists.com or 212-683-8960
Finally, we would like to extend a very special thank
you to Chris Profiri for collecting and submitting
the titles of our more than 200 new acquisitions
for the Fall 2004 Theatre Alberta News. It was a
typing tour-de-force for which we are very grateful.
KEEP READING!
Theatre Alberta’s librarians are Chris Profiri and
Brenda Sutherland, and can be reached from
10 AM to 3 PM Monday to Saturday at
1-888-422-8160 (toll free in Alberta) 422- 8162 in
Edmonton, or online at library@theatrealberta.com

Got Auditions coming up? Recruiting?
Looking for submissions to your Festival?
WOULDN’T AN AD LIKE THAT LOOK GREAT HERE?
Theatre Alberta News circulates to over 3000 theatres, schools, and members around
the province. Prices range from $50 to $160 – see the inside front cover for details.
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The Buzz…
News and Notes from
Around the Province
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR HONOURED WITH
BI-ANNUAL AWARDS
Inspired by the interest and dedication of the
Honourable Lois Hole towards the broad range of
arts in the province, a group of community leaders
has committed to establish one of Canada’s largest
provincial arts award programs. The Lieutenant
Governor Alberta Arts Awards Foundation has
amassed over $1 million in private contributions,
which was then matched by the Government of
Alberta. The endowment, totalling $2.1million,
allows the presentation of up to three awards of
$30,000 on alternate years. Nominations for the
first awards are being sought, with a closing date
of December 15.
Visit www.albertaartsawards.shawbiz.ca for details.

GOVERNOR GENERAL’S LITERARY AWARD
On Tuesday October 26 the Governor General’s
Literary Award Nominees were announced;
Edmonton is thrilled to have a local writer in the
Drama category for the second year in a row. Mieko
Ouchi’s The Red Priest is up for the same award
captured by Vern Thiessen’s Einstein’s Gift last year.
Congratulations Mieko.

BETTY’S WERE A GRAND EVENT
Calgary honoured its theatre professionals on
Monday August 26 at the Betty Mitchell Awards.
Congratulations to all the nominees, and thanks to
the organizers for a great event; a good time was
had by all.

ALBERTA GOVERNMENT – SURPLUS SPENDING
The Government of Alberta is asking Albertans how
they should spend their surplus. If all of us, our
board members, and audience go to their website
and suggest we'd like a small percentage of the
surplus to go toward a significant increase to
Alberta Foundation for the Arts, maybe we'll be
heard. AFA’s operating budget hasn't been increased
since 1991 yet there's been a burgeoning of arts
groups in that time.
Complete the survey at www.finance.gov.ab.ca/surveys/itsyourfuture1.asp
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FORMERLY OF THEATRE ALBERTA . . .
We are happy to announce that Kathy Classen,
Executive Director of Theatre Alberta from 1994 2003, is now the Director, External Relations for the
Faculty of Arts at the University of Alberta. Kathy
promotes the great work of all 15 departments in
the Faculty, including their nationally-renowned
Department of Drama.
David Owen, who served as Theatre Alberta’s
administrator in the late 90’s, is now the University
of Lethbridge’s newest, shiniest professor of Drama.
Congratulations Dave; don’t be too stingy with
those ‘A’s.

CALGARY INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL
ANNOUNCES NEW ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
The Board of Directors of the Calgary International
Children’s Festival are pleased to announce the appointment of Kate Newby to the position of Artistic
Director. She replaces JoAnne James, who retired
from the Festival after 18 years of service. Kate
started her in new position on September 1, 2004.

NEW CHAIR FOR CANADA COUNCIL FOR
THE ARTS
The CCA is pleased to welcome former prima
ballerina Karen Kain as their new Chair. In a worldrenowned dance career that spanned four decades,
Kain performed with the premier ballet companies
of the world, including the Bolshoi and Ballet de
Marseille in addition to a 26 year career as the
principal dancer for the National Ballet of Canada.
Kain was named as a Companion of the Order of
Canada in 1994, and in 2002 was awarded with the
Governor General's Performing Arts Award for her
distinguished contribution to the arts in Canada.

EDMONTON BOY MAKES GOOD
Congratulations go out to Marty Chan, whose hit
comedy Mom, Dad, I’m Living With a White Girl
received its US premiere at the West End Theatre
in New York City. Presented by the Pan Asian
Repertory Theatre, the show ran from October 9
to November 7. Well done Marty; we hope you
brought back enough souvenirs for everyone.

f
MAGNETIC NORTH ATTRACTS NEW ARTISTIC
ASSOCIATE FOR 2005 FESTIVAL
The Magnetic North Theatre Festival welcomes wellknown Canadian actor, theatre creator, director, and
teacher Ann-Marie Kerr as Artistic Associate for the
2005 Festival. Ann-Marie is known most recently
for her co-creation and performing work on
Theatre Smith Gilmour's Dr. Chekhov's Ward 6 and
Chekhov Longs . . . In the Ravine. The show toured
to Magnetic North 2003, Festival de théâtre des
Amériques and Quebec City’s Carrefour international de théâtre, and won 4 Dora Mavor Moore
Awards, including Best New Play and Outstanding
Production.
Ann-Marie Kerr replaces well-known Canadian
Director Sarah Stanley, who has left the Festival to
focus on her directing and teaching career. “Sarah
did a superb job with the Festival and she will be
greatly missed,” says Mary Vingoe, Artistic Director
of the Festival, “but I believe Ann-Marie Kerr will
also bring a terrific energy to this exciting new
festival of contemporary Canadian theatre.”
Co-presented by Canada’s National Arts Centre, the
Magnetic North Theatre Festival takes place in
Ottawa every second year, travelling to other
Canadian cities in the ‘even’ years. In 2004,
Edmonton, Alberta, hosted Magnetic North to great
success. In 2005, the Festival will return to Ottawa,
travelling to St. John’s, Newfoundland in 2006.

NEW GM FOR WORKSHOP WEST
Edmonton’s Workshop West Theatre is pleased to
announce Jacqui Poissant as their new General
Manager. Jacqui bids farewell to the University of
Alberta where she was head of the Stage
Management Program.
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