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MELISSA THINGELSTAD IN CAUGHT!, PRESENTED BY VAULT: THEATRE OF INVENTION 
AND ISIS PRODUCTIONS, PART OF THE INDIE 5 2007/08 SEASON. STORY ON PAGE 6.
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check-in 

Theatre Alberta 
is a Provincial Arts Service Organization (PASO) 

committed to encouraging the growth of theatre in Alberta. 
Theatre Alberta News is a publication of Theatre Alberta 

issued four times a year. Contribution of notices, 
news, letters, and articles about theatre are welcome, 

as well as high quality (300 dpi or higher) photographs. 
The opinions and views expressed in Theatre Alberta News 

are those of the writers and do not necessarily 
refl ect those of Theatre Alberta. 

Offi ce and Library hours
Monday to Friday, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Holidays 
Offi ce and Library closed July 1 (Canada Day), August 2–4 
(Civic Holiday), and August 30–September 1 (Labour Day).

Theatre Alberta News
E D I T O R

Jill Connell   programmer@theatrealberta.com
D E S I G N E R

Carey van Eden   carey@vanedendesign.com

Submission deadlines and publication dates
July 4 for August 22, 2008

October 31 for December 5, 2008
January 23 for February 27, 2009

April 24 for May 29, 2009

Advertising rates
Back Cover (11” high x 6.5” wide) $275

Full Page (9.5” high x 7” wide) $200
Half Page (4.625” high x 7” wide) $120
Quarter Page (2.25” high x 7” wide) $80

Ads are booked at the discretion of Theatre Alberta. 
Request ad space at least one month prior 

to the submission deadline. 

Theatre Alberta Board of Directors
If you have questions or concerns regarding Theatre Alberta, 
you are welcome to contact Theatre Alberta Board members.

Offi cers
P R E S I D E N T

Mary-Ellen Perley ~ Edmonton   mperley@shaw.ca 
V I C E  P R E S I D E N T

Jane Heather ~ Edmonton   jheather@interbaun.com 
T R E A S U R E R

Russell Thomas ~ Fort McMurray   russell.thomas@keyano.ca
S E C R E T A R Y

David Owen ~ Calgary   churchofdave@shaw.ca

Directors
Gail Hanrahan ~ Lethbridge    gail.hanrahan@uleth.ca
Karen Johnson-Diamond ~ Calgary    kjdc@shaw.ca

Andrea Martinuk ~ Edmonton    a.martinuk@shaw.ca
Steve McHugh ~ Wetaskiwin   stevemchugh@shaw.ca

Kevin McKendrick ~ Calgary    mckholth@telus.net
Steve Penman ~ High River   sc.penman@shaw.ca

Harold Truckle ~ Red Deer    haroldm.truckle@shaw.ca

Staff
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

Marie Gynane-Willis   marie@theatrealberta.com
O F F I C E  A D M I N I S T R A T O R

Kate Mahoney (Janice Hoover on leave)   
theatreab@theatrealberta.com
P R O G R A M  C O O R D I N A T O R

Vanessa Sabourin   programcoordinator@theatrealberta.com
P R O G R A M M E R

Jill Connell   programmer@theatrealberta.com
A D M I N I S T R A T O R

Julie Sinclair   admin@theatrealberta.com
A R T S T R E K  R E G I S T R A R

Erin McDougall   artstrek@theatrealberta.com
D R A M A W O R K S  R E G I S T R A R

Lora Brovold   dramaworks@theatrealberta.com
L I B R A R I A N S

Solveig Anderson, Brenda Sutherland, and Chris Profi ri 
library@theatrealberta.com

F I N A N C I A L  A D M I N I S T R A T O R
Zenovia Adams

Change of address information and undeliverable copies to: 
Theatre Alberta Society

3rd Floor Percy Page Centre 
11759 Groat Road, Edmonton  AB  T5M 3K6 
Phone: (780) 422-8162  Fax: (780) 422-2663 

Toll Free: 1-888-422-8160   theatreab@theatrealberta.com
www.theatrealberta.com

All members are invited and encouraged to 

attend Theatre Alberta’s Annual General Meet-

ing. The purpose of the AGM is to receive the 

annual report, elect new board members, and 

to conduct other business. Take advantage of 

this opportunity to meet with other members, 

THEATRE ALBERTA’S 

2008 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Sunday, July 6, 2008 at 1:00 PM – Rice Lobby, Citadel Theatre

 Warm summer months beckon 
and some of us are looking forward to a period of down time before a new season of theatre 
begins in September. Th ere is still a lot going on theatrically this summer: one can revel in 
Fringe Festivals, outdoor Shakespeare festivals, and even the off erings of well-known theatre 
companies, like Edmonton’s Teatro la Quindicina, who have chosen to run their season 
through the warmer months.

I’m sure Lindsay Blackett, the province’s new Minister of Culture and Community Spirit, 
would relish any down time that came his way… not that he will fi nd much free time in an 
Albertan arts-fi lled summer. As a newly elected MLA he needs to quickly bring himself up 
to speed on all things political while simultaneously trying to grasp the breadth and depth 
of Alberta’s vibrant arts scene. Minister Blackett has the remarkable opportunity to play a 
key role in the further development of culture in the province of Alberta. Hopefully the 
provincial arts policy, Th e Spirit of Alberta, will provide some guidance, although certainly 
not specifi c direction or details. It will be a challenge to identify and prioritize initiatives that 
will make the policy more than a wish-fi lled document. But, the new minister has clearly 
stated that enacting the policy is a major priority for the new government.

Th e Honourable Mr. Blackett is already on record saying that he expects funding for the 
arts to increase over the next four years. As well, Premier Ed Stelmach’s decision to take 
Culture out of the Tourism, Recreation and Parks portfolio bodes well for the cultural sector 
(we hope). It feels great to have the word “culture” as the title of a department in its own 
right. It harkens back to the good old days when Horst Schmidt and Mary Le Messieur led 
the department of Alberta Culture. A cautious optimism lurks within, fuelled by a number 
of things: the new title of the department; an increase to the Alberta Foundation for the 
Arts 2008/09 budget; and seeing Minister Blackett dancing up a storm at the after-party of 
Edmonton’s Mayor’s Evening for the Arts. 

Th eatre Alberta is buzzing with activity. It seems that we are working on almost every 
program we run. We have just fi nished our fi fth Emerge in both Edmonton and Calgary and 
the program no longer seems to be in development—it has truly found its feet. Although the 
April snowstorm caused some real challenges in terms of travel for the graduates, the events 
were by all accounts highly successful. Our excellent Summer Registrars have started, Artstrek 
and Dramaworks registrations are arriving daily, planning for PlayWorks Ink is underway, 
and work on the 2008/09 Playbill is about to begin.

Play on.

MARIE GYNANE-WILLIS.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

the Board of Directors, and Theatre Alberta 
staff. Lunch will be provided.

Please RSVP your attendance by emailing 
theatreab@theatrealberta.com or calling 
780-422-8162 (Edmonton area) or 
1-888-422-8160 (toll-free in Alberta).
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PROBLEMS ONLINE?

Three of the most common problems encoun-
tered with the Online Library Catalogue are:

1.  Unable to connect from a school or 
an institution. We’ve found this often 
happens due to a highly-secure fi rewall or 
security software within the building. We 
recommend that you try from your home 
computer.

2.  Getting kicked off the online catalogue 
around 10AM. The library computer 
stays on 24 hours a day for our members 
to access the online catalogue. The only 
shutdown happens around 10AM Mon-
day through Saturday when the computer 
reboots. We’re sorry for the inconvenience 
and we do hope you’ll log back on!

3.  Reserving online using the Bookbag.
 Make sure your Bookbag is empty before 

you start. When you’re done adding new 

items to your Bookbag, display the bag and 
follow the instructions. Make sure you select 
each of the titles you want to reserve before 
clicking “Reserve Selected Items.” It often 
doesn’t work if you just click “Reserve All 
Items.” This is a software problem that Tech 
Support is working on. When you’re done, 
you should get a message saying “New re-
serves are added” and the number of books 
you have reserved. If you don’t get this mes-
sage, your reserve did not go through.

If you’re still having diffi culties, visit 
www.theatrealberta.com under “Library.” 
The “Search Tips” page provides useful infor-
mation on how to reserve and search online.

DONATIONS

Thank-you to Keith Ewasiuk for donating the 
musicals Shenandoah and Leader of the Pack: 
The Ellie Greenwich Musical and to Wetaskiwin 
Theatre Society for Two Loose Screws by 
B.J. Castleman.

TALES FROM THE STACKS

TWO NEW ONLINE FEATURES!

Library Catalogues
Our Library Catalogues are listings of play titles 
available in our library, organized by category, 
e.g. Canadian One Acts, Full Length Comedies 
(1-7 characters), Children’s Musicals, and 
dozens more. All of the catalogues are avail-
able for you to borrow in hard copy; however, 
most of them are also now available to view or 
download as PDFs. Visit www.theatrealberta.
com under “Publications.”

Suggest a Script
Theatre Alberta’s library welcomes purchase 
suggestions. These can include playscripts, 
reference materials, dialect tapes, monologue/
scene books, or anything else you think would 
make a valuable addition to our library. 
Suggestions can now be made using our new 
online form. Visit www.theatrealberta.com 
under “Library.”
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MERGING AT EMERGE 2008

Emerge 2008 has come and gone with great success. This general audition event aims to build and 
strengthen the Alberta theatre community by celebrating the achievements of our graduates and 
welcoming these emerging talents into the professional world. Held in the Maclab Theatre in 
Edmonton on April 14th and the Engineered Air Theatre in Calgary on April 21st, 60 graduates from 
9 of Alberta’s post-secondary performance programs showcased their skills for 64 attending directors 
and casting professionals, representing 55 theatre companies of varying size and activity.

Though the roads were treacherous during Emerge Calgary, unfortunately preventing a handful 
of graduates and professionals from participating, we are happy to announce that all travelers 
returned home safe and sound. At both events, Theatre Alberta hosted a wine and cheese 
reception to wrap-up the event, providing a valuable opportunity for the auditionees and 
auditioners to meet face to face. This year’s Emerge Calgary reception was generously supported 
and stylishly executed by Juilliard restaurant and wine bar.

To the emerging professionals: good luck on the next phase of your journey. To the established 
professionals: we hope to see you again next year.  

LEFT: PROFESSIONALS AND GRADUATES MIX AND MINGLE IN THE MACLAB LOBBY AT EMERGE EDMONTON’S 

WINE & CHEESE.

RIGHT: SIMON MALLETT  (DOWNSTAGE PERFORMANCE SOCIETY) AND BRUCE NOVAKOWSKI (MOUNT ROYAL 

COLLEGE) CLINK GLASSES IN JUILLIARD AFTER EMERGE CALGARY.

SPRING IS HERE—IT’S PLAYBILL TIME!

With the current season winding down for most 
companies it’s an exciting time to look ahead to 
next season. Theatre Alberta is now soliciting 
all of its group member companies to submit 
their season info for the upcoming edition of 
the Playbill poster. The Playbill poster season 
runs from September 2008 to August 2009. 
Remember your membership must be current 
through to the last day of your fi nal production 
of the 2008/09 season—now might be the time 
to renew! Take advantage of our online Playbill 
submission and membership renewal forms at 
www.theatrealberta.com.

NEW! ONLINE PHOTO GALLERY

Introducing a new way to stay in touch with 
your colleagues around the province—the 
long-awaited photo gallery has arrived! All 
Theatre Alberta group members can submit 
production photos to be profi led in our fl ashy 
online archives. The photo gallery is a great 
opportunity for visitors to the Theatre Alberta 
website to see images of the fantastic work 
being produced all over the province. 
www.theatrealberta.com/gallery_view.htm

TAsumm_2008_final.indd   3TAsumm_2008_final.indd   3 5/15/08   7:14:55 PM5/15/08   7:14:55 PM



4. summer 2008                                                                                                       welcome back

Individuals
Douglas Abel
Tiffany Ayalik
Jen Bailey
Michael Beamish
Stacy Berg
Lynda Bird
Mary Blackstone
Elizabeth Bowering
Beverly Brilz
Michele Brown
Robyn Bryson
Nadien Chu
Judith Clark
Erin Crealock
Johanne Deleeuw
Denny Demeria
Michelle Dias
Mark Doskoch

BRINGING BACK THE OLD, RINGING IN THE NEW

Individuals
Brett Arlinghaus
Karen Arychuk
Tyson Baker
Cali Beazley
Laura Campbell
Ravonna Dow
Katie Elliott
Maureen Fossen
Sarah Gibson
Hayley Grundy
Kristina Hoyle
Joanne Jacobsen
Talia Koziak
Victoria Lee
Michael Loeffl er

Deanna Mazur
Danielle McCaffrey
Calum McCracken
Mackenzie Putici
Lori Ravensborg
Kimberly Ruecker
Laura Sirtonski
Roxanna Wegenast
Tom Williams

Groups
CITT National
Edmonton Christian  
 School–West  
 Campus
Edmonton Opera

Here’s where we roll out the welcome mat to all our new and renewed members for the period of January 1 – March 31, 
2008. Don’t see your name here? That’s probably because you joined the organization in one of the other nine months, 
or you bought a two-year membership and aren’t due for renewal until next year. Just keep your eyes peeled and you’ll 
surely see your name in an upcoming issue!

Diane Falck
Molly Flood
Michael Florizone
Wendy Froberg
Margaret Giffen
Rick Hardy
Trevor Hildebrand
David Johnston
Darren Keegstra
Carmell King
Darlene Kowalchuk
Tiana Leonty
Annette Loiselle
Larry MacKillop
Andrea Martinuk
Jeremy Mason
Kevin McCann
Duane Mills
Rob Moffatt

Terri Mort
Betty Moulton
Wolfgang Noethlichs
David Owen
Jennifer Pawluk
Valerie Pearson
Trina Penner
Chantal Perron
Nancy Rakovszky
Wanda Reinholdt
Graeme Scallion
Meredith Scott
Sarah Sharkey
Kevin Shipalesky
Herb Stanley
Stanley Stevenson
Faye Stollery
Cordelia Tindall
Bridget Toms

NEW MEMBERS

Karen Towsley
Lindsey Wilkinson
Charlie Wilson
Marlee Yule

Groups
Daysland Little 
 Theatre Company
École Secondaire  
 Beaumont 
 Composite High  
 School
Edmonton Catholic  
 Schools
Edmonton Musical  
 Theatre
Esplanade Arts &  
 Heritage Centre
Fringe Theatre  

 Adventures
Grant MacEwan  
 College
Holy Redeemer  
 Catholic Junior/
 Senior High School
McNally High School
Northern Crossing  
 Music/Drama  
 Society
Outcast Theatre
Pandora Players
Red Deer College  
 Theatre Society
Ross Sheppard 
 Composite High  
 School
Shadow Theatre
Society for Alectra  

 Theatre Arts
Strathcona 
 Composite High  
 School
Strathcona County  
 OverActing  
 Imaginations  
 Youth Theatre  
 Society
The Shakespeare  
 Company
Tree House Youth  
 Theatre
Vertigo Theatre
Vic Juba Community  
 Theatre
Webber Academy

RENEWING MEMBERS

A warm and sincere thank-you to 
Beverly Brilz, Sarah Gibson, and 
Joanne Jacobsen for their generous 
donations to Th eatre Alberta.

MEET THE BOARD   
Karen Johnson-Diamond, Board of Directors

Describe a show you’ve seen on an 
Alberta stage that has blown you away.

Downstage co-created (along with Neil 
Flemming) a show called Arm’s Length 
Embrace. Nine different scenes, all 
interconnected in some way, happening 
simultaneously on nine separate “sets.” 
The audience was free to watch whichever 
scene they wanted, for as long as they 
wanted. At various points, a character from 
one scene would leave and join another 
scene. Amazing creativity. Theatre so out 
of the ordinary. 

What inspires you in your own work?

Theatre for Young Audiences. The look in 

the eyes of kids who really have come to see 
the show—not to judge it, review it, or be 
seen at it—just to see it. They are our future 
theatregoers. I love watching them turn into 
theatre lovers. 

What role does theatre play in your 
community?

Theatre glues an ever-growing city together. 
New people are moving to Calgary every 
day and the city is growing by leaps and 
bounds, but from Tuesday to Sunday night, 
people from all walks of life crowd together 
in one big room and sit side by side with 
strangers or friends to share a theatre 
experience. Last month I met a fellow 
from New Brunswick who loved going to 
theatre back home, but since coming to 
Calgary had only seen touring shows at 
the Jubilee Auditorium. I dragged him out 
to three “homegrown” shows in a single 
week: Dirty Laundry (improv), Noirville (a 
murder mystery), and The Syringa Tree 
(a heartbreaking one-woman show). He 
was blown away. Watching him “discover 
Calgary” in this way was so great! 

Karen has performed with many companies including Theatre Junction, 

Vertigo, Quest, Ghost River, Theatre Calgary, ATP, Lunchbox, Theatre Network, 

and Ground Zero. She’s been an instructor with Quest Theatre’s Artist in Resi-

dency program for 12 years and co-produces the improvised soap opera DIRTY 

LAUNDRY. Karen’s writing credits include Ghost River Theatre’s award-winning 

An Eye for an Eye and CBC Radio’s Absolutely Alberta. Karen lives in Calgary 

with her husband Kevin and son Griffi n.

If you could change one thing about 
theatre in Alberta, what would it be?

More theatre space and more theatre space. 
Also, more theatre space. I guess Alberta 
could use more theatre space, but I think 
what I’d really change about theatre in 
Alberta, besides more theatre space, would 
be more theatre space.

Who are your favourite emerging artists?

Ellen Close (actress/writer/director/creator): 
she’s quietly introducing so many different 
forms of theatre to Calgary. Dan Perry 
and Jason Rothery (actors/playwrights): 
their plays come from a young man’s point 
of view, but the maturity of the writing is 
way beyond their years. Jonathan Purvis 
(actor/dancer/acrobat): there’s not much this 
guy can’t do, and his outlook and energy are 
contagious. Julie Orton (actress): she’s just 
out of school and it seems like she’s been on 
stage for years. I’ve been at it 20 years and 
learn a lot by watching her.

4. summer 2008
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     believe in God. Th ere I said it. I’m out. I 
believe in God and I am not homophobic, I 
don’t picket abortion clinics, and given the 
chance, probably wouldn’t re-elect President 
Bush. I believe in freedom of speech—even 
when I don’t like what I hear. I believe in 
taking care of our planet, that everyone has 
rights, that you shouldn’t judge a book by its 
cover, and that theatre can change the world. 

I am the Artistic Director of Fire Exit 
Th eatre, now going into its 7th season 
performing at the EPCOR CENTRE for the 
Performing Arts in downtown Calgary. We 
are a not-for-profi t company on our way to 
receiving charity status. We have performed 
23 shows including eight by local playwrights 
and three world premières. We have hosted 
guest performers from Toronto, Vancouver, 
Seattle, and Los Angeles. We have been 
nominated for numerous CAT Awards and 
won two, including best original script. We 
have members and sponsors and even some 
sell out crowds. We pay our bills on time and 
give back to the community from ticket sales 
on every show. 

Now here’s the rub.
We have been turned down by granting 

agencies—foundations and corporations 
alike. Why? Because we are “religious.” I’m 
not sure what that means. We’ve worked with 
Catholics, Baptists, Muslims, Evangelicals, 
Agnostics, Atheists, and people who aren’t 
quite sure. We try to foster an environment 
where anyone who wants to explore the 
idea of belief is welcome. Although I would 
defi ne myself as a Christ-follower, I don’t do 
“Christian” theatre, mainly because I don’t 
know what that is any more than I know 
what Christian bread or Christian plumbing 
is. I simply create theatre, just like the rest of 
you; only I like to talk about faith, beliefs, 
and yes, sometimes God. 

Fire Exit Th eatre has been accused of 
having an agenda. We do. Like any theatre 
company, we have a mandate. Ours is hope-
challenge-change. Sounds pretty crazy, huh? I 
want to challenge belief systems—everyone’s. I 
want people to leave my theatre diff erent than 
when they came in, and yes, I want to off er a 
little hope in this often-depressing world. 

Everyone starts a theatre company 
because they want to talk about something: 
Downstage Th eatre wants to showcase 
“Provocative Canadian Performance,” Urban 
Curvz wants to “Celebrate Women’s Stories 
through the Art of Th eatre,” Northern Light 
Th eatre defi nes its mandate as “challenging 
both the artist and the audience by producing 
and developing provocative scripts which 
refl ect a complex world and lead us to 
question our hierarchy of values.” We all have 
an agenda, a message we want to get out. So 
when did God become the fi nal taboo that we 
are not allowed to discuss? We can dialogue 
through theatre about rape, incest, abuse, 
addictions, politics, money, discrimination, 
hate crime, and bestiality, but talking about 
God might be too off ensive? Are you 
kidding me?!

I am also the Director of Th eatre Arts 
at Centre Street Church in Calgary. Our 
sanctuary holds more people than the Jubilee 
Auditorium and over ten thousand people 

saw our last Christmas production. We don’t 
do “church drama.” I don’t put livestock on 
stage or dramatize crucifi xions. I work hard 
to create theatre about relevant issues and 
current events, reassuring people that there is 
hope without glossing over the real darkness 
in the world. 

We have dealt with issues such as 
divorce, abortion, discrimination, sexual 
abuse, and the war in Iraq. Th e church, of 
all places, should be where we are having 
these conversations. I have brought in local 
actors such as Tony Eyamie, Karen Johnson-
Diamond, David van Belle, and Grant 
Reddick to work with my acting troupe. We 
support local theatre by buying large blocks 
of tickets, ushering, painting sets, cleaning 
costume rooms, and volunteering at casinos. 
We work hard to bring real community into 
community theatre.  

So do I feel discriminated against? A 
little. Pre-judged? Absolutely. 

I challenge you to come out and see one 
of our shows before you write us off  as bible-
thumping fundamentalists. We may off end 
you, but don’t take it personally—we’ve 
off ended Christians and non-Christians alike. 
Before you judge us, come see us. Oh, and 
if you like what you see, consider a small 
donation…it’s hard to get funding when 
you’re talking about hope. Sigh.

I’m an Artistic Director and I believe 
in God.

Val Lieske is the founder and Artistic Director of Fire Exit 
Th eatre in Calgary and the Director of Th eatre Arts at 
Centre Street Church. She is also an instructor with Alber-
ta Bible College, publicist for Corps Bara Dance Th eatre, 
and freelance writer and performer. www.fi reexit.ca

 BY VAL LIESKE .
 TA MEMBER    

 the final 

PAST TENSE WRITTEN AND PERFORMED BY 
VAL LIESKE, PRESENTED BY FIRE EXIT THEATRE. 
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We can dialogue through theatre 
about rape, incest, abuse, addic-
tions, politics, money, discrimina-
tion, hate crime, and bestiality, but 
talking about God might be too 
off ensive? Are you kidding me?!

taboo
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